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Aaron is invited to a baseball game during Passover, and his mom sends him with a bag lunch of
matzah and tuna. Aaron is embarrassed until his friends go off for snacks and something
wonderful happens.

From Publishers WeeklySometimes a miracle is just what a guy needs before he can stop
feeling sorry for himself, according to Portnoy's heartfelt tale. Heading for a ball game to cheer
on his beloved Baltimore Orioles, Aaron is dreading junk food-withdrawal: it's Passover, and he
can't chow down on the requisite hotdogs and popcorn. But the grass is greener in the other
yard, it seems (or in the other ballpark), as Aaron's friends decide they prefer the kosher-for-
Passover lunch fare packed by his mother; soon the boy has no food left. A stranger provides a
bit of nourishment, however, along with a surprise ending that puts a literal spin on this book's
title. With most of these action-packed spreads set in or around Camden Yards (with an
unexpected detour to Ebbets Field), Kahn's soft-focus, warmly colored illustrations will gladden
young baseball enthusiasts. But though her scenic renderings pack a punch, facial features are
unevenly captured. Still, enhanced by suitably forthright writing and a credible narrative voice,
this distinctive effort scores at least a triple. Ages 5-9.Copyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.From School
Library JournalPreSchool-Grade 3-Blending baseball and Passover facts, this contemporary,
fast-paced story demonstrates that "It's not always easy being Jewish, but sometimes it can lead
to miracles." Aaron's happiness at going with his friends to see the Baltimore Orioles is
tempered by his mother's reminder that it is Passover and that he can't eat pretzels,
crackerjacks, or ice cream. His non-Jewish friends eagerly devour his special lunch, which he
refuses to eat. Aaron dislikes being different, especially when the others make one last trip to the
concession stands. Surprised when an elderly man (could it be Elijah?) sits down beside him,
Aaron listens to the man's memories of Jewish baseball fans going to games at Ebbets Field
and receives a special piece of matzah that miraculously helps him catch a home-run ball hit into
the bleachers. Bold, detailed watercolors perfectly complement the text's realistic language and
emotions. Similar in theme to Barbara Cohen's Make a Wish, Molly (Doubleday, 1994), this will
be a hit with sports lovers and anyone seeking an added dimension to a holiday story.Bonnie
Siegel, Westacres Public Library, West Bloomfield, MICopyright 1994 Reed Business
Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.About the
AuthorMindy Avra Portnoy is the author of several books, including Where Do People Go When
They Die? and Matzah Ball: A Passover Story. She is a graduate of Yale University and was
ordained at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion. She is the Rabbi of Temple
Sinai in Washington, D.C.Katherine Janus Kahn studied Fine Arts at the Bezalel School in



Jerusalem and at the University of Iowa. She has illustrated many children's books including Kar-
Ben's popular Sammy Spider series. She lives in Wheaton, Maryland.--This text refers to an out
of print or unavailable edition of this title.Read more
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lin bleecker, “Knowing the other side  of easter. Kids enjoyed  reading it”

Mark, “Appropriate for seasonal holidays and family activities. Wonderful children's (of all ages)
story for the season, sport and times.”

Tobi, “Good moral.. Good story with a good moral.”

ESR, “Matzah Ball. This was a great book to share with kids at Passover or all year round. It is
enjoyable and heartwarming.”

faige, “Elijah the Prophet at the ball park. Aaron is excited when he is invited to join other
members of his softball team at a major league baseball game, but his feelings quickly turn to
disappointment when his mother points out that since the game takes place during Passover,
Aaron will have to take a kosher-for-Passover bag lunch with him instead of buying all the usual
ballpark goodies. Things go from bad to worse when his (non-Jewish) friends eat up all of his
matzah, macaroons, etc., and then leave him alone as they go off to the concession stand.
Suddenly, a mysterious old man shows up to befriend the unhappy Aaron and recounts his
childhood visits to Ebbets Field during Passover, when the stands were filled with kids eating
matzah. He hands Aaron a piece of his own matzah, which the boy then uses to miraculously
catch a home run ball. But when Aaron turns around to thank his benefactor, the old man is
gone. Can it be...??? I have read this book aloud with great success to many kindergarteners
and first graders in my yeshiva library--the boys really get a kick out of combining Passover and
baseball.”

The book by Mindy Avra Portnoy has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 9 people have provided feedback.
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